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There are two purposes to these bi-monthly calls: 

 
1. Provide updates that may affect users 
2. Provide a forum for MIP Users to ask questions and raise concerns to their peers as well as 

address challenges around the work studies 
 

Updates: 
SOMA Enhancements Overview 

• The purpose of the MIP 4.5 release is to enhance the SOMA Tool to facilitate the accuracy and 
ease of categorizing LOMCs.  This update ensures that categorizations are reflected correctly 
across MIP SOMA reports and letters. 

o Specifically, the enhancements will:  
  Provide a customizable display of the SOMA workbench 
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 Enhance project categorization capabilities of LOMCs within the SOMA Tool 

• 1: Incorporated (Map is updated based on changes) 
• 2A: Revised – Not Incorporated (Map panel has been revised; changes are 

noted but not incorporated into the map. Revalidation is required) 
•  2B: Unrevised – Not Incorporated (Map panel has not been revised; 

changes are noted but not incorporated into the map. Revalidation is 
required) 

• 3: Superseded (LOMC is overridden and a new map panel is not needed)   
• 4: Reevaluated (There is a plan to reevaluate the LOMC before the new 

map is made. Use this category sparingly and only if another category 
does not apply)  

 Provide the ability for SOMA details of multiple LOMCs to be updated 
simultaneously 
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 Update SOMA-related Crystal Reports  
• Community LOMC List 
• SOMA-1 
• SOMA-2 
• LOMC-VALID  

 
Replacing or Deleting MIP Data 
 

• There may be cases when you wish to delete, overwrite, or replace files that were… 
o uploaded through the Tools & Links 
o uploaded through the MIP Workflow or File Explorer 

• In both cases, the files are located on the archival K: Drive but are not editable  
o Uploads through Tools & Links are immediately saved to the K: Drive and searchable on 

the Flood Risk Study Engineering Library (FRiSEL) 
o After task completion, uploads through the Workflow or File Explorer are saved to the K: 

Drive and searchable on FRiSEL 
• To make any changes you will need to submit a MIP Help ticket 
• When MIP Help makes any changes to files on the K: Drive, they must manually take steps to 

confirm the changes are also reflected on FRiSEL 
• For example, you may not want the old version of the file to show up on search results  
• For any MIP Help Ticket, please include the following: 

o The filepath of the original file(s) and/or the filepath for the new file(s) 
o The product type (e.g., Modeling Hydraulics, Base Map, Coastal Analysis, Appeals, TSDN, 

etc.) 
o Any required metadata (only for submissions that normally requires metadata like Data 

Development activities)  
o Identify if files should be replaced or deleted 

• MIP Help will verify with the regional Black Belt before making any changes 
• Remember to follow processes to make sure correct preliminary data is made available on the 

MSC 
• Details on managing revised preliminary data, exception processing, and un-publishing preliminary 

data is found on slides 32-34 in the Preliminary Data Tutorial

 

 

 found on MIP User Care 

 
 

https://hazards.fema.gov/femaportal/docs/Authoritative_Source_for_Preliminary_Data_PTS_Training_Tutorial_2_10_2015.pptx
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Questions: 
 
SOMA Enhancements Overview 

• Rob Truelsen: What file type does the import function accept? 
o A:  The user enters another study case number and imports categorizations already made 

in the SOMA tool 
• Stephanie Routh: How do you categorize Category 2 LOMCs that are on more than one panel if 

you are doing a PMR and only 1 panel is in the PMR area but the others are not? So how do you 
list a case in both 2A and 2B? 

o A: We will provide a best practice along with the release to categorize any LOMA on a 
revised panel in 2A even if it is located on multiple panels that are not revised. 

• Stephanie Routh: Why are MT-2s excluded from the split categorization?  Why is there not a 1A 
and 1B for the SOMA? 

o A: MT-2s include revised mapping data, so these are incorporated into the new maps.  If a 
LOMR is on multiple panels including one revised and one not, there is a best practice 
document released in 2015 that instructs the mapping partners to incorporate the 
portions into the new map, and the unrevised portions are re-issued in a new LOMR 1 day 
after the effective date of the PMR. 

• Diana (Illinois): Categories 2A and 2B are listed as Revised – Not Incorporated, and Unrevised – Not 
Incorporated respectively. It’s not immediately clear what is revised or unrevised.  We need to 
make sure the SOMA letter is clear so communities can understand. 

o A: The language in the updated SOMA letters will clearly state that category 2A is for 
LOMC on Revised panels and Category 2B is for LOMCs on Unrevised panels. 

• Stephanie Routh: Are we evaluating 2B MT-1s that have changed community designations (e.g. 
annexations?). We are normally responsible for moving annexations to Cat 4.  Should the 2B also 
be moved to Cat 4? 

o A: At this point there are no changes to 2B involving annexations. 

Replacing or Deleting MIP Data 
• Stephanie Routh: I have made this request before, and the MIP data is replaced on the J and K 

drive, but the new files do not show up on the MSC (for prelims) and I need to specially request 
this.  Can this be fixed? Follow up: It does not refresh the next day. I've had this happen quite a 
few times for the Index, FIS and database, but the FIRM panels are OK. 

o A: For Revised Preliminary Data projects the current process requires a MIP Help ticket to 
sync the prelim data, so that the data on the MSC matches what is on the MIP (i.e., prelim 
site). Slide 32 of the Prelim Training Tutorial details this process. 
 
For changes to Preliminary Data that is not part of a Revised Preliminary Project, updates 
to the FIRM Panels, Index, and FIS are live to the MSC and Prelim Site immediately. A MIP 
Help ticket is required to publish updated FIRM Databases.   
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